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• To complement, not replace traditional metrics
• Help people understand how research is being 

received and used, and by who
• Not intended as an indicator of quality
• Can help provide further evidence of engagement 

and ‘societal impact’
• Give credit for research outputs other than articles

Altmetrics 



https://twitter.com/mdshw5/status/486483007071850496



https://bit.ly/3XsK5fp



"Yet if you are not online in the kind of places I review below, then 

you are for all intents and purposes in the modern, digital world 

not an active academic. In my view it is not just advisable to do 

this kind of thing, it should effectively be mandatory, part and 

parcel of the obligations that go with holding any academic or 

research job. Scholarship and science must be public, and 

researchers need to seek to maximize the reach and accessibility 

of their work to relevant audiences in any way they can."

Professor Patrick Dunleavy (LSE)

Are You An Academic Hermit? https://bit.ly/3GCe9zv 



0 = lack of communication
• Not all papers are cited

• Not all papers are communicated
There are things that can be done to address that 



only

If you make the research visible and accessible 



https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20600971/

Media attention - Upload your 

author version manuscripts



https://bit.ly/3Vlijz

H



https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/95128

/



https://uk.news.yahoo.com/house-garden-more-tranquil-tips-113925388.html



Front. Res. Metr. Anal., 08 January 2018

https://doi.org/10.3389/frma.2017.00009



• 1463 pieces of research cited in at least one 

policy document

• 92 of which cited in 3 or more policy 

documents

• Longest time lag from publication to policy 

citation -31 years

• Numerous errors in the data 



https://inews.co.uk/news/covid-vaccine-12-to-15-year-olds-anti-vaxxers-covid-misinformation-leaflets-1201264

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04368728?term=NCT04368728&draw=2&rank=

1



Blog discovery tool

https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/outputs?order=blogs&q=Health%20polic

y





National media

Link to paper 230 (84.9%)

No link to paper 21 (7.7%)

Bad Link 20 (7.4%)

Editorial/Opinion piece 0

Total 271

The Missing Link - Quality of UK local and 

national online media coverage of research



Local media

Link to paper 37 (7.6%)

No link to paper 231 (47.2%)

Bad Link 191 (39.1%)

Editorial/Opinion piece 30 (6.1%)

Total 489

The Missing Link - Quality of UK local and 

national online media coverage of research



National media

Author cited 107 (39.5%)

Sheffield author cited 40 (14.8%)

No author cited 144 (53.1%)

The Missing Link - Quality of UK local and 

national online media coverage of research



Local media

Author cited 266 (89.3%)

Sheffield author cited 104 (34.9%)

No author cited 2 (0.7%)

The Missing Link - Quality of UK local and 

national online media coverage of research



National media

Journal cited - 97 (35.8%)

Funder cited - 10 (3.7%)

Local media

Journal cited 263 (88.3%)

Funder cited 67 (22.5%)

The Missing Link - Quality of UK local and 

national online media coverage of research



The life cycle of a research story
Starts life as a press release from a research 

organisation, media team, funder, journal

Hopefully picked up by a news agency (PA et al) 

or newspaper

Republished on syndication and partner sites

Re-blogged on research and special interest 

blogs

Shared on social Media



If the first action fails to include 

authors, funders, DOIs, URLs, 

organisations etc, the rest won't 

cover it and so possibly will altmetrics



Thank you
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